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/INTRODUCTION. 
—— 
' Fellow Citizens, 
WIRE all men virtuous, and the internal. 


ſenſe of right and wrong always ſuffered to 
regulate their actions, laws for the government 


of ſociety would be no farther neceſſary thar 


to determine thoſe caſes where the under- 
ſtanding of individuals was incomplete or 
erroneous. But with all our imperfections, 
the art of government unavoidably includes 
a greater extent; and the mere diſtribution of 
juſtice becomes but a part of that ſyſtem 
where genius and merit require the ſtimulus: 
of reward, and where vice, ſtalking in its. 
native deformity, renders. every exertion: 
neceſſary to its controul.. 


The excellent theory of the Britiſn Con- 
ſtitution has long been the glory of its ſub- 
jets, and the admiration of foreigners.— 
The executive branch being veſted in a ſingle- 
perſon, has been conſidered by ſtateſmen and. 
philoſophers almoſt unanimouſly, and to the- 
preſent day as the beſt ſource of action; and» 
the right of the people to a fair and impartial 
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_ repreſentation as a proper check upon the 
executive power, the warmeſt advocate of 


court prerogative will hardly dare to contro- 


vert: The Third Eſtate equally jealous of the 
honour and privileges of both the others, ſeems 
well calculated to prevent the encroachment 


of either, By deriving its dignity from the 


Throne a reciprocal attachment is inſured, 
and by a participation of intereſt with the 
Commons, duty binds it to guard their 
liberties with its own. 


The experiment is now making in France 
and AmeRica, of forms of government pro- 


feſſedly better adapted to promote univerſal . 


peace and happineſs. They may ſucceed. —- 
But who can inſure it? — If venality in every 
poſſible Jegiſlation will mingle with patriotiſm 
If ambition will lead its votaries the deſ- 
perate length of ſacrificing every ſpark of 
virtue, and even the hazard of life itfelf — If 
ever reſtleſs and encroaching, no poſſeſſion 
can gratify their inſatiate cravings ; — how 
ſhall we determine what ſyſtem of policy will 
beſt impede their wanton career? Or where 
mall the line be drawn to aſcertain the greater 
degree of miſery in the horrors of tyranny, 
er thoſe of anarchy and licentiouſneſs? 
It 
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It is in the juſt balance of power and 
authority between the Three Eſtates, that our 
ſecurity and happineſs conſiſts. The Con- 
ſtitution has decreed their exiſtence, and he 
who in any fingle inſtance wonld wilfully 
increaſe the influence of the Crown, by a 
diminution of that of the People, is as much 
a traitor to his country as if he had conſpired 
the death of the King, and as well delerves to 
bleed. 


What then, as Engliſhmen, ought we to 
think of the tranfactions this publication 


records? — Away with the odious diſtinction 


of parties when one common cauſe urges our 
union ; when the uplifted hand of patricide 
threatens to repeat thoſe ſtabs already dealt to 
the vitals of our country In point of com- 
pariſon, he who would averturn the Conſti- 
tution, (if any ſuch there be,) he who would 
excite a mob to deſtroy the perſons or pro- 
perty of others, and he who would cheat the 
public Treaſury to corrupt the integrity of a 
free - voter, are all worthy of the ſame liſt. 


The preſent fermentation of the public 
mind (like all others) has a manifeſt tendency 
to lead each party too far even on its own prin- 

Ciples. 
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ciples. One ſees flagrant abuſes, and adviſes 
their reformation ; the other irritated at the 
name of the party, refuſes to liſten to common 
ſenſe; the firſt is exaſperated, and the latter 
proceeds to violence. But in the name of | 
every thing that is peaceable and good, is that 4 
confuſion deſirable to either? Can men be 1 
found ſo ſtrangely perverſe as to prefer con- 

tempt and ſuffering to complacency and peace? 

Or can any poſſeſs who a ſpark of chriſtianity, | 
| exult in being the flaming inſtruments of 
violence and diſcord? No, my countrymen, 
* the public eye will never ſcrutiniſe the conduct 
of virtuous ſecluſion, and corruption ſhall 
dread it as a Bafiliſk!, . 


If humanity ſhudders at the idea of com- 
motions, it cannot. be indifferent to the in- 
juſtice of burdening Poſterity with a Debt 
which muſt infallibly end in diſtreſs and mi- 
ſery. Who that reflects on. the bleſſings we * 
enjoy, purchaſed with the blood of our an- 
ceſtors, can be the inconſiſtent wretch to ex- 
claim let poſterity care for itſelf !” If men 
at preſent ſo obnoxious, have complained of 
limited toleration, and of the proſtitution of 
a ſacred ordinance ; ſo did (an ornament of the 
eſtabliſhment) Biſhop. Hoadly. If they have 
Es felt 
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felt indignation at the corruption of the Britiſh 
Commons, and expreſſed a virtuous reſent- 
ment at the extravagancies of former admi- 


niiſtrations; ſo did Pitt, If they have been 


guilty of holding opinions whoſe intrinſic ex- 
cellence might ſeem to promiſe the greateſt 
poſlible portion of human happineſs to un- 
born myriads; ſo did Monteſquieu, ſo did 


Locke, ſo did Penn, ſo did Sydney, ſo did 


Raynal, ſo did Voltaire, ſo did Rouſſeau, 
with a long train of magnanimous et cæteras. 
If with unhallow'd lips they have preſumed 
to queſtion the ſervice of eſtabliſhments to 
the intereſt of vital religion, and to contend - 
for the right of private judgment; ſo did 
Luther, Chillingworth, Ridley, Wickliffe, 
Huſs and Jerome, and ſo did the Redeetner 
of the world. If they unanimouſly wilh'd 
to preſerve the crown for a beloved Sovereigh 
on a late alarming attack, ſo did Thurlow. 
If they ſincerely rejoic'd on the recovery of 
that Sovereign ; ſo did not he whoſe aim it 
was to © uncaſe the Quack” who reſtored him 
to convaleſence, and to a grateful people. 
Where then is the atrocity of their conduct, 


or why muſt they be ſtigmatiz'd as diſturbers - 


of the public peace, and held out the butt of 
icorn, as enemies to virtue and their country? 
| 1 
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If. they aſk any thing unreaſonable, what 
friend to his country would wiſh to have it 
granted? But can it be inferr'd that becauſe 
they may be ſometimes wrong, that it is im- 
poſlible they, ſhould ever be right ? What 
ſhould we think of that Parent who would 
turn his child adrift to want and perſecution, 
for reproving him for thoſe failings he finds 
himſelf unable to vindicate ? What party can 
plead for bribery, or miniſterial influence 
with the Man on whom devolves the import- 
ant truſt of granting the property of” the 
ſubject? And ſhall the criminality of ſuch 
diſgraceſul proceedings be mitigated or re- 
moved becauſe men of any particular de- 
nomination diſapprove or condemn them ? 
Never more may the reproach diſgrace our 
annals, never more may truth be anſwer'd 
by conflagration ! | 


It depends on the clergy, by their diſintereſt- 
edneſs, their piety and benevolence, to make 
themſelves reſpectable, and to give ſtability 
to that rock on which their Church is founded. 


There is vice enough abroad to aim their 
ſhafts at, without oppoſing ſpeculative doc- 
trines as the bane of Morality and — 

an 
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and ſowing the ſeeds of diſlike, where peace 
and good-will ſhould be ſpread. Let a Prince 
expole his infamy by proclaiming the price 
of his libidinous amours, (to be paid by the 
public), and his Reverend Teachers by their 
ſilence ſhall connive at the royal gratification ; 
but let a man who has no celebrity but from - 
his abilities, call in queſtion the doctrine of 
the Church, and the outcry ſhall be. To your 
_ tents O Iſrael,“ Religion is inſulted ! 


Reaſon, where is thy influence, * ſhame, 
where is thy bluſh ?” To thoſe who have not 
been in the habit of thinking, but condemn 
every complaint in the groſs, facts are here 
addreſſed. If he who was eſteemed perfection 
itſelf, who has been even bantered for his 
virtues ; if he can play the tyrant with his 
fellow citizens, and ſquander with ſuch in- 
famous profuſion what is rigorouſly extorted 
from the poor; what can we expect from 
thoſe who make no pretence to reluctance in 
laying additional burdens on their inſulted 
country? If not content with ſo decided a 
majority by borough members, adminiſtra- 
tion muſt ſtill wantonly ſport with the freedom 
of elections,; what ſhadow of liberty can 
there ſtill remain for the people; or rather is 

| not 
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'not the ub den more to be Grad than the 
open violation of the name? Ye ſycophants 
who riot in the oppreſſion of your country, 
wipe away the aſperſion, or continue the 
enemies of freedom, of juſtice, of humanity, 
and of Religion! There is no alternative. 


While the preſent ſyſtem prevails, in vain 


may our Sovereign iſſue proclamations for the 
ſuppreſſion of vice; in vain may the legiſla- 


ture deviſe laws for the prevention of bribery 
and corruption; in vain may the ſelf-deny- 
ing Biſhops aſſiduouſly attend at Court with 
the pious deſign of reforming the manners of 
the great ; in vain may the Philoſopher rea- 


ſon, and the Chriſtian Divine exhort; the 


accumulating torrent of iniquity will ſweep 
away all that reſiſts its impetuous ſhock, and 
deluge the land with refined depravity. 


It requires but little knowledge of human 
nature to know that where bribes are offered, 
the uncultivated mind depreſſed by need, 
cannot reſiſt them; and when they have 
been beſtowed, the hand that held out the 
debaſing allurement, will continue extended 
to receive the reward of N and 


of infamy. 
N Tur EDITOR. 
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TRIAT 


GEORGE ROSE, Esq. 


AT THE SUIT OF 


MR. SMITH, 
A PUBLICAN IN WESTMINSTER, 


For Buſineſs done in the late Conteſted Election for Weſtminſten, 
Feeding Lord Hood's Friends, xc. 


SMITH againft ROSE. 


Ma. BarDbwix, on the part of the Plaintiff, 
opened the pleadings. The Declaration ſtated, 


that the Defendant, on the 19th of April, 1791, 


at Weſtminſter, was indebted to the Plaintiff in 
the Sum of One Hundred and Ten Pounds Five 
Shillings, of lawful money of Great Britain, for 
the work and labour, care, diligence, and 
attendance of the Plaintiff, before that time done, 


performed, and beſtowed, by him the ſaid 


Plaintiff, in and about the buſineſs of the ſaid 


Defendant, for the Defendant, and at his ſpecial. 


inſtance and requeſt, 
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14 THE TRIAL OF CEO. ROSE, ESQ». 
And being ſo indebted, he, the ſaid Gzorce 4 


Ros, in conſideration thereof, afterwards, to 
wit, on the ſame day and year aforeſaid, under- 
took and faithfully promiſed the Plaintiff to pay 
him the ſaid ſum of One Hundred and Ten 
Pounds, Five Shillings, whenever he, the De- 
fendant, ſhould be thereunto afterwards requeſted, 


ere were other Counts in the Declaration, 
upon the Quantum Meruit — alſo for money paid, 
laid out, and expended — for money had, lent, 
and pdrenced and on the balance of 8 
between the parties. 


To this Declaration, the Defendant pleaded, 
that he made no ſuch promiſe, and thereupon 
iſſue was joined. 


Mr. Enoxinz opened the Caſe as follows : 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, and you, Gentlemen of 
the Fury, 


I am a Counſel for the Plaintiff, Mr. Gzoxcez 
SMITH, who is a Publican of character and repu- 
tation, in King-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, where he has 
reſided near twenty-ſeven years, and he has been 
ſixteen years Maſter of the Star and Garter public 
houſe, He is Maſter alſo of the livery-ſtables 
adjoining, 


The 
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The Defendant, Mr. Gzorces Ros E, is a 
Member of Parliament, one of the Font Secretaries lo 
the Treaſury, Whitehall, and lives in Palace- yard, 
Weſtminſter, 


Gentlemen, this Action is brought in order to 
recover the ſum of 1101. 5s. for the work and 
labour, diligence and attention of the Plaintiff, 
from the 21ſt of September, 1789, to the 17th of 
April, following ; which, you will find, makes up 
the ſpace of Tharty Weeks, at Ten Shillings and 
Sixpence per day, in diſcovering and collecting 
proofs of a multitude of bad votes that were 
polled for Lord Joun TownsneND, at a late 
conteſted Election for the City of Weſtminſter, 
The Plaintiff performed this work at the ſpecial 
inſtance and requeſt, and under the particular 
direction of the Honourable Gentleman who is 
the Defendant in this cauſe. 


When I tell you that Mr. Ross is one of the 
Secretaries to the Treaſury, and tt at this Action is 
brought to recover, on his Retainer, a ſum of 
money; a great number of OB8sERVAaTIONS might 
preſent themſelves to a mind diſpoſed to miſchief 
or to malice ; or to ſcatter inſinuations in a PUBLIC 
Pract. I will not do ſo; becauſe the queſtion 
you have to try will be this — © Whether Mr, 
Gzxorce Ros, of the Treaſury,” no matter from 
what motives, employed the Plaintiff?” He 

B 2 might 
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might have engaged Mr. Suirn in this buſineſs, 
from very juſtihable motives, 


For inſtance—from private friendſhip; or, as hot 
that time a Bit. was about to be brought into 


Parliament, for the purpoſe of making ſome altera- 
tion in the Mops of electing Members of Parliament 
to repreſent the City of Weſtminſter, Mr. Ros E, 
from the moſt honourable motives, might have 
employed the Plantiff to detect bad votes, with a 
view to gain information on the ſubject, by way of 
FouxpaTtioNn for the BILI. 


Gentlemen, I would much rather that you 
ſhould impute the conduct of the Defendant, in 
this buſineſs, to a proper than to an improper mo- 
tive, If the Defendant is ſuppoſed to have bu d 
himſelf in that Election, becauſe my Lord Hood 
was looked on to be more the friend of Govern- 


ment than his Noble and ſucceſsful Opponent; 


and if this ReTAinNeR was to be rA out of the 
PUBLIC PURSE, it would not be very konourable 


for Mr. Ros; and therefore I do not make any 


ſuch charge. 


Gentlemen, it is enough for me that the Plain- 
tiff was retained, and that his houſe, the Star and 
Garter, was opened by the directions of Mr. Ros x. 
In 1788, it is well known to us all, there was a 
Rrong conteſted Eleftion for a Member to repre- 


lent 
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ſent the City of Weſtminſter in Parliament. The 
Candidates, on the occaſion, were, Lord Joux 
TowxsunExND and Lord Hoop, As I have juſt 
obſerved, the Plaintiff's houſe, the Star and Gurter, 
was opened for the accommodation of Lord 
Hoov and his Friends, at that Election: and, as 
I have alſo obſerved, this was done at the particu- 
lar requeſt of Mr. Ros E. In conſequence of this 
order, a conſiderable expence was incurred, for 
good Eating and Drinking, The Plaintiff made out 
his Bill on that account, and that Bill was very 
honourably paid. The Plaintiff now applies 
for the amount of another Bull, for other ſervices per- 
formed at the requeſt of Mr. Ros, ſubſequent to 


that Election. 


Gentlemen, although I ſee Mr. WIr (the So- 
licitor to the Treaſury) fitting before me, I infer 
nothing from that circumſtance, for who would not, 
on any occaſion, be glad to employ ſo able an 
Attorney, 


- 


[This excited ſome mirth ; and Mr. Wu rr ackndwledged his 
approbation of the compliment, in a profound bow to Mr. 
EzsxIN E.] 


Gentlemen of the Jury, all that I have to obſerve 
to you is, that Mr. Gzoxce Ros has made a 
promiſe which he has not yet performed, and which 
it is the object of this action to compel him to per- 


form. I impute nothing to thoſe who defend 
B 3 this 
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this action, becauſe they are very honourable Men. 
I impute nothing whatever to Mr. Georce 
Rose, except that he has not paid my Client 
what he ought to have paid him ; and which I 
hope you, Gentlemen of the Jury, will compel 
him to pay. I ſhall call my Witneffes, and if 
they can be ſhaken in their charaRers, or in their 
evidence, that will be matter of 99 for 
my Learned Friend. 


Gentlemen, I ſhall only make one other ob- 

ſervation, which is, that I am not a little ſur- 
prized that no Money has been paid into Court, 
Nothing remains but that I ſhould call my Wit- 
neſſes and prove my Caſe ; which will entitle me 
to your Verdict. 


EVIDENCE for the PLAINTIFE. 


GORE CLivss was called by Mr, Mincary ; 
But not immediately appearing, Mr. Exsx1ve, 
obſerved that he was, no doubt, a © knocking-down 
fellow,” one of the Meſſengers to the Treaſury ; 
and therefore a Man whom the —_— might 
ſafely intruſt with any Bufineſs. 


EXAMINED | 
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EXAMINED by Mr. MINGAY.: 

Q. Is your Name Gro Crops, Sir? 

A. It is. 

g. What are you, Clubb ? 

A. 4 Meſſenger to his Majeſty's Treaſury. 
2. Do you recolle& the conteſted Election 
between my Lord Hoob and Lord Joun 
TownsuexD ? 

A. Perfectly, Sir. 

Q. Do you know Gzoxer SuiTn, the Maſter 
of the Star and Garter, in King-ftreet, We fiminſter, 
the Plaintiff in this Action ? 

A. Very well, Sir. 


Q. Was his houſe open for my Ln. Hoon 
and his Friends at that Election? 


A. I was a friend to my Lord Hoop, and T7 
friend to Mr, S301 TE. 


C 4 Ke $4 : 
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2. Is that an anſwer to my queſtion, Sir? I afk 
you, Sir, upon your Oath, whether Mr. Suirn's 
houſe was not open for my Lord Hoop and his 
Friends during that conteſted Election between 


him and Lord Joun TownsuEeNnD? 
A. His houſe was opened. 
Q. By whole order? 


A. By the order of that Gentleman, pointing at 


Mr. Froſt the Solicitor, ) I went to Mr. Suirk, and 
told him as a friend, Open your houſe imme- 
diately — I will be reſponſible for a Buttock of 


Beef, a Ham, and a Fillet of Veal.”” — 


[Here a burſt of laughter enſued.] 
Q. Do you know Mr. Rosz ? 


A. I know Mr. Ross perfectly well ; he is one of 
the Secretaries of the Treaſury. - 


0. Did you ever ſee him at Mr, SmiTH's? 
A. I never did. 


Q. Did Mr. Ros order you to go to Mr. 
SMITH, and tell him to open his houſe for my 
Lord Hoop ? 

A. He 
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A. He was angry for my mentioning that Mr. 
Sw1TH's houſe was to be opened, 


* 0. Why did you defire Mr, Switn fo * his 
houſe ? 


A. 1 wiſhed to do Mr. Suiru good. 


0. Did you ever carry any Meſſage from jours 
Su1iTH to Mr, Ross ? 


A. I did, 
Q. What did Mr. Ros ſay? 


A. He ſaid he was troubled with this man's nonſenſe ; 
and J once ſaw him take one of Mr. SwiTH's Letters 
and throw it into the fire. 


0. Do you know that the Plaintiff's Bill was 
delivered to Mr, Ros 


A. I do not remember the Plaintiff's Bill being 
delivered to Mr. Rosz, Mr. Suirn has been 
paid his two Bills, 


N. By whom ? 
A. Mr, Faosr the Solicitor paid him the one, 


and Mr. ACxs0Nn the other, 
2 Do 
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Q. Do you know from wHAT SOURCE this money 
came ? * 


A. It was raiſed by a SunscRrIeTION of Gex- 
TLEMEN, | 


Q. Of what GenTLEMEN? 


A. Of thoſe Gentlemen who choſe to ſubſcribe 
40 it. 


- Q. Were you a Subſcriber ? 
A. I was not. 
0. Was Mr. Rosz a Subſcriber ? 


A. I don't know that he was. 


9 = N 
no 
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Q. What occaſion was there for a Subſcription ? 


A. Mr. Froft's Order was refuſed by Mr. 
SmiTH, He would not take Mr. FxosT's Note, 
jd becauſe it was not ſufficiently explicit. 


Q. In what ſituation was Mr. Frosr at that 
time | ; 


A. He was Solicitor and Agent of Lord Hoop, 
0. You 


2 2 — ——— 
X iy 4 4 


81u— — — —— —— äl4—— — 


THE TRIAL OF GEO. ROSE, ESQ» 23 


. You told us before, that you was a friend to 
Lord Hoop, I ſuppoſe you only know him as a 
Candidate for Weſtminſter ? 


[The Witneſs now ſwelled into conſequence, ] 


A. Sir, I have the noxnouR to know Lord Hoop 
perſonally ! | 5 4 


Q. Did you never tell Mr. SM1TH that Mr. Ross 
would pay him ? 


A. I never did, 
Q. How then was Mr. Suir n to be paid? 


A. He was to be paid like the reſt, by Mr, 
FrosT and Mr. Jac KSON, 


Q. From what fund ? 
A. That 1 do not know. 


Q. Was Mr. Suirn never introduced to Mr, 
ROs EP 


[Here an air of dignity was again aſſumed, ] 


A. Sir, I had the honour of PRODUCING the 
InTERVIEW between THESE TWO GENTLEMEN! 


CROSS. 
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CROSS-EXAMINED by Mr. BEARCROFT, 


Q. Now attend, Clubs. Has not Lord Hood's 
Committee paid Mr. Sw1TH a great deal of Money? 


A, They undoubtedly have. 


D. You ſaid that you have mentioned the name 
of SM1THn to Mr, RoskE ? 


A. I put down the names of Mr, Smith's houſe 
and of his Brother's houſe ; and ſuggeſted to Mr. 
Rosz and Mr, STEE:, that they were proper 


houſes, 
NL. Was any other perſon preſent ? 
[Much reluQance and heſitation here followed. ] 


A, I CANNOT RECOLLECT who was in the room 
when that was mentioned. 


L. (Mr. ExsXiNnEg) You muſt recolleQ, Sir.“ 
[Behold the reply. ] 
A. Mr. PITT was in the Room ! 
0 You ſay, 8 Mr. . abbr A the 
raom with Mr, Rosz and Mr, STEEL, at the time 


yon 
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you ſuggeſted to them the propriety of opening Mr. 
Sw1TH's houſe for Lord Hoop and his Friends ? 


A. He was. 


0. What made you think that Mr. Swiru's was 
a houſe more proper to be opened than any 
other? 


A. Becauſe he was a yaTRIOTIC MAN, and I 
thought he would go ANY LENGTHS *® in the Caufe ; 
and therefore I recommended him to Mr. PITT, Mr. 
STEEL, and Mr. ROSE. 


0. Yiu ſay he was a e man—Why ds 
you lay lo ? 


A. Becauſe he had gone 20 or gol. out of 
pocket, and therefore I recommended him to thoſe 
Gentlemen: I believed him to be ſtaunch in the 
Caule ; he detected a great number of bad votes 
_ polled for Lord Jonn TownsnrenD, 


L. I believe, at lajt, he began to flacken ? 


* What could be meant by not going tao great lengths ? „* 
could not be in detecting bad votes, neither could it be In vio- 
tuals and drink, for thoſe were already ordered. Ihe only ex- 
planation that can be given is, the ** ſtaunch Patriotiſm“ of 
Smith, with being known to his emplayers, together with his 
bold capability, they were fearful he might, by his raſhneſs, lead 
mem into diſgrace, by not ſufficiently guarding agaialt diſcovery, 


C A. 
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4. No, he did not flacken, but perſevered, and 
went A GREAT LENGTH indeed ; but it was never 
ſuppoſed that he would charge any thing for his 


TROUBLE! 


L. Did Mr, Rosz employ him? 


A. No, he was employed by wmysELr! I recom- 
mended him to Mr. Ros, and he having com- 
plained he could get nothing for his TRovBLE 
and ExPENCE, I applied to a certain Gentle. 


man,” 


[Lord Kzxrow here diplayed hiMmpantiality by interpofing 
his authority. } | 


Q. (Lord Kexyox) ,Who was that © certain 
Gentleman, Sir? 


| A. TI beg you will hear me—I ele and recom-- 
mended him to a © certain Gentleman. 


Q. (Lord Kzexvon)—Who? Who? 
A. I beg you will excuſe me. 


12 ſhows Kexrox)—No, Sir, you muſt anf 
the queſtion. 


A. I SPOKE TO Mr, ROSE, 
[Here the Court indulged itſelf again in laughter, } 


0. 
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Q. (Mr. BrAxcRorr) What did you ſay to Mr. 


osE P 


A. I told him this man kad cons a conſider- 
able way in detecting bad votes polled for Lord 
Joux TownsneNnvD, and that he could detect five 
or fix hundred of them, but could not r RAOO EE 
without money. 9 


Q. Well, -what anſwer aid Mr. Ros: make to 
that ? 


A. He ſaid, Mr. Smith might give them vic- 
tuals and drink, but he muſt not go too far, He 
goes too great lengths; he muſt not go too far.“ 
I told Mr, Ross that he was very ftrenous in the 


Cauſe. 
RE-EXAMINED by Mr. MINGAY. 


2e. You ſay then, Crvss, that wh you men- 

tioned the Buſineſs to Mr. Ros x he had no ob- 
jections to allow Suir for the victuals and drink, 
but deſired that he would not go on too far ? 


A. He did, 


Q. I think you ſaid that Mr, Suirn had done 
ſome buſineſs, and had put himſelf to ſome ex- 
pence in detecting theſe bad votes before you 
mentioned him to Mr, Rosz ? 


A. He had. Mr. Ros E ſaid he was a trouble- 
C2 ©... _ 


he. 
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ſome fellow ; and he frequently exlorted an anſerr 
from Mr. Regs. 


Q. Well, Sir, when you came back from Mr. 
Ros x, did you communicate this converſation which 
paſſed between you and Mr. Ros E to Mr, Switu ? 


A. When I came back, I told Mr. Suiru he 
might go on to collect bad votes, but muſt not go 
on too fan 


Mr. Fzosrt the Solicitor was then called and 
ſworn ; but before he gave his teſtimony, he aa 
dreſſed the Bench as follows | 


«© My Lord, 


«I am ſworn : but before I proceed to give 
my teſtimony on my oath, conſidering the ſitua- 
et ton in which I ſtand to the Parties in this 
© Cauſe, I wiſh to have ſome directions from your 
& Lordſhip, whether I ſhould anſwer ſome queſ- 
i tjon that may be put to me by the Counlel, I 
1 preſcribed this rule to myſeN.”— 


Lord KEexyox,—* Don't make a ſpeech, Sir. 
Tell me what you wiſh me to do—the Law ad- 
mits of no ſuch delicacy,” 


Mr. FzosT then proceeded in his evidence as 
follows : | 
« My 
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« My Lord, and Gentlemen of the Jury, 


& The conteſted Election for Weſtminſter 
« ended on the fourth of Auguſt, 1788. In the 
© months of September and October following 
« Mr. SM1TH came frequently to me, and brought 
te me liſts of bad votes, which he had diſcovered 
te at the preceding Election. After frequent viſits, 
* and ſome circumſtances having paſſed between 
% Mr, SurTH and me, I thought it neceſlary to 
“go to Mr, Ros, to aſk him if Suirn was 


* a proper perſon to be truſted, becauſe the com- 
© municatzons were of ſome conſequence. When 
J had an interview with Mr. Roxx, I told him 


of the viſits which I had from SmiTn, re- 
s ſpecting theſe bad votes, and aſked him whether 
«SMINH might be truſted ? Mr, Rosk s41D, I 
* MIGHT WITH GREAT SAFETY TRUST SMITH, 
© FOR THEY KNEW HIM WELL,” This was in 
e the Treaſury, On the 28th of October, I had 
«a liſt of bad votes from Mr. Sw1THn, which I 
examined during a long period, when Mr. 
«SMITH and I underſtood each other. It was 


«{ by Mr. Rosr's direction, that Mr. Suir n had 
t collected bad votes in September and October. 
« He returned me liſts of upwards of fix hun- 
„ dred bad votes. This buſineſs he performed, 


in my opinion, with abilities and zeal, and his 
« bill was extremely reaſonable. After he had 
gone ſome length, he applied to me repeatedly 
« for money, I kept a diſtin& account of thoſe: 


C3 « perſons: 


- 7 
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6 perſons employed by the Treaſury from thofe 


© whom I emplayed, as Agent of Lord Hoop.“ 
« Upon my refuſing to give him money, he 
brought me this bill,” — 


[Here Mr. Fxosr produced a bill, delivered to him by the 
Plaintiff: It amounted to 391. In this bill Mr. Ros was in- 
titled debtor to the Plaintiff ; on which appeared, in the hand- 
writingof Mr. Ross,—*MoDERA TE, AND OUGHT TO BE PAID,'] 


Froſt then continued his narrative. *After I had 
« ſeen Mr Rosx, I told Mr. Sutru that if he 
*.would bring a letter to me from Mr. Rosx, I 
* would pay him for his ſervices in this bu- 
© finefs.” 


Mr. FxosT was here aſked by Mr, MiNcar, 
whether Mr. Rosz had not told him that he 
meant to do Suirn ſome favour ? To which Mr. 
FzosrT replied, that he did not recollect. But on 


Mr. Mixcay mentioning the Exc1ss, and Lord 


KEXYoN requeſting that the whole truth might 
come out, Mr, Fxos r anſwered in theſe words: 


6c When 


% No wonder then that the people are oppreſſed with ad- 
ditional burdens, owing, not more to uſeleſs armaments, which 
ſerve but to degrade us ; to uſeleſs places, which ſerve but to 
corrupt us; than to? deſeftive Revenue, which ſerves but tg. 
evilaye us—a-Reyenue often rendered defeRive by the par- 
TIALTTY of its colletion ; by our vi rvovs Miniſtry ENT 
TING the INES of zxc1sz to thoſe who drudge in their venal 
ſervice ; whilſt, no doubt, all its terrific and grinding fangs are 
ſpread over thoſe who are too independent to be their tools, and 
pre cruſhed in Nees, by xxc132, from their obſtinate virtue! 
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&* Nen I was ſpeaking to Mr. Ros of Sm1TH, 
& Mr. Ros x faid, that there was ſomething of a PR0- 
© SECUTION going on with the EXCISE againſt 
& SM1TH, and &s a mark of the TxusT and Con- 


„ FIDENCE they had in HIM, they had INTER- 


% FERED, and STEPT IN to SERVE HIM; 


6 but in what way was not explained.* 


“The liſts were brought to me compleat in a 
& long Roll, which had been delivered to Mr. 
ROSE; and he never denied that he was to 
* pay Mr, Suirn. The Plaintiff has no claim 
e upon me or My Lord Hoop.” : 


| Mr, Exsx180x,—My Lanp this is our Caſe,” 


® Sinp'ifed, the Exciſe affair between Mr. Rosz and Mr. SMITH, 
was this— 


Mr. SM1TH was under the laſt of the Exciſe, in a fine of Fifty 


Nunds for brewing ſome Ale for his fanily, which it ſee ms no Publican, 


Taverner, or Ianholder, has a right, on any pretext, to do. 


On that ſtrange tranſaQion, no other remarks are neceſſary 
than this 


That after near three way of Ex cis E, Jop chu being ro- 
nounced, Mr. SM1TH has only paid Twenty-five Pounds into the Ex- 
ohequer, bi the Fifty Pounds awarded by that Board againſt him.“ 


DEFENCE. 
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f DEF E NCE. 


Mr. BzaxcroeT, on behalf of the Honourable 
Secretary, made the following ſpeech : 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, and you, Gentlemen of 
the Jury, 


My learned friend, Mr. Exsx1NEx, has got on 
very triumphantly hitherto in this Cauſe; and it 
is extremely entertaining to go with the wind; 
whenever there is an attack made on perſons in 
the ſituation of the preſent Defendant, How wiſe 
it is to reſiſt this demand, I ſhall not ſay ;. but if 
there is any thing unwiſe in it, J am not the cauſe. 
Gentlemen, you have not yet heard the whole of 
this Cauſe; when you have, in God's name, do 
Juſtice; but ſtop, and do not proceed on ſuch 
ſuggeſtions as have been made to you in the open- 
ing of this Caſe, My learned friend told you, 
© That a great number of obſervations in this 
“ Cauſe might preſent themſelves to a mind dif- 
e poſed to miſchief; but that he ſhould ſtudiouſly- 
avoid all ſuch obſervations.” 


* He ſpent nine tenths of the whole time he 
took up in his opening, in ſuggeſting, © That 
« the. . was defrayed out of the public 
66 purſe ; IS 
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« purſe ;* but, Gentlemen, has this been proved? 
It has not, If it was ſo, il was very diſhonourable : 
but no man is to preſume it without proof; and 
I do not believe there is a tittle of truth in it. 
It has bcen proved that the Plaintiff's name was 
mentioned to Mr, Rosx at different times. Mr. 
Rover, at diſſerent times, if you pleaſe, encouraged 
him. The Secretary of the Treaſury. was the 
Friend of Lord Hoop, and had occaſionally given 
his opinion. | 


Lord K:zxyYon, © Mr. BeAxcaorr, what do 
you lay to one piece of Evidence, to wit, as to 
the Bill?“ — To GEORGE Ros, Debtor ;* “and 
« the Defendant, ſo far from denying it, having 
marked on it, * moderate and ought to be paid. 


Mr. Bzaxcaortr., My Lord, Mr, Ross did 
not interfere further, than became any Gentle- 
man who was a Friend to Lord Hoop, I know: 
I ſtand in an awkward fituation ; but I ſhall ſtate 
an anſwer, and I know I muft ſtate a ſtrong anſwer 
to this piece of Evidence. This Election, then, 
as we all know, was carried on by a Committee: 
on the part of Lord Hoop, there is a bill that was 
delivered in by the preſent Plaintiff to that Com- 
mittee : it contained a great number of the items 
of the bill delivered to Mr. Ros by Mr. FzosrT, 
and which is paid, I ſhall be ready to aſſent to any 


propoſal that may be thought proper in this caſe, 
Lord 


34 THE TRIAL OF GEO. ROSE, Es- 


Lord Kzxyon, Mr. Braxcrorrt, you can- 
not without exceeding ſtrong evidence indeed, get 
over the bill delivered, —Here is a Bill, in which 
Geo. Rosx, Eſq, is made Debtor ; and it is not 
denied that he is anſwerable for the Payment 
of it.“ 


Mr. Bzaxcrortr,—* My Lord, I hope and 
truſt that I ſhall be heard to the end of my De- 
fence for my Client ; and that you, Gentlemen 
of the Jury, will do him juſtice, although he is a 
Secretary to the Treaſury, All that I deſire, is, 
that I may have an opportunity of ſtating the 
Caſe clearly. Mr, FxosT has told you, that 4 
Bill was delivered, in which Geo. Rosx was 
made Debtor, and that he allowed it to be mo- 
derate, and that itought to be paid. The preſent 
Plaintiff, however, is calling on Mr. Rosz for 
this Bill, amongſt the reſt, for certain buſineſs 
ſuppoſed to be done on the credit of Mr, Ross, 
when, in fact, Sur did not give credit to Mr, 
Ros for the preſent Bill, but to Lord Hood's 
Committee,” 


Mr. Exsx1xz,—* No! No! all is for buſineſs 
done and money paid for Mr, Ros to other 
people; excluſive of buſineſs ſettled by the 
Agants of Lord Hoop's Committee,” — 


Mr, 
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Mr. Bearxczorr (holding a Bill in his hand ) ſaid, 
* Gentlemen of the Jury, This Bill is compoſed 
of articles for eating and drinking, and money 
paid. There is an item for finding out bad votes, 
Bludgeon-Men, &c. oppoſite to which there is & 
blank, It concludes with the words © humbly 
ſubmitted,” Now, Gentlemen,, the amount of 
this Bill, excluſive of this article, for which no- 
thing is charged, is 129l. 6s. gd, I ſhall prove 
that he received this ſum from the hands of Mr, 
Jackſon, and for which the Plaintiff gave him a 
Receipt in full of all demands, But it is ſaid— 
« here are other demands, for articles of a dif- 
ferent kind.“ In the Bill itſelf he makes a 
charge for collecting upwards of fix hundred bad 
votes, But whom does he charge with the pay- 
ment of this ſum ? The perſon, to be ſure, to 
whom he delivers this Bill. But if he goes away 
with 1291. and gives a Receipt in full of all de- 
mands, with this article in the Bill, I truſt that 
my Lord and you will. be of opinion, that the 
Plaintiff thought, at this time, that he had no 
further demand upon any body.” 


Mr.'Barowix requeſted his Lordſhip to ob- 
ferve the diſtinction between the two Bills. 


Lord Kenyon. © Mr. BALDwix, if you will 
give me leave, I think I have juſt ſenſe enough 


to comprehend this Bill,” 


Mr, 
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Mr. Jachſon was called, on the part of the 
Defendant, to prove the ſubſtance of the De- 
fence, and that the Plaintiff had no Cauſe of 
Action. He gave the following Narrative on 


Oath :; 


« As Mr. FrosT had refuſed to pay a number 
« of bills on account of Lord Hoop, I was 
e defired by his Lordſhip, ſometime about Febru- 
i ary, 1790, to collect in all the outſtanding bills. 
« I accordingly ſent to all the Chairmen of the 
© ſeveral Committees, and had bills ſent in to a 
very conliderable amount. Mr. Sur called 
* on me, and delivered to me the bill which I 
© have now in my hand, I aſked Mr. Suirn 
for the bill of 39l. which makes the firſt item in 
© tis bill, Mr. SwiTH ſaid he had delivered it 
in to Mr. Ros E, and he believed Mr. Ros had 
6& delivered it to Mr. Fx osr, and that he could 
© not get it from Mr. Fxos r, becauſe they were 
not upon good terms. — 129]. 6s. 9d. was the 
& whole of his bill, excluſiveofthis article, viz. fx 
& hundred dad votes, Uludgeon men, Sc. hun.bly ſu mit- 
ci ted.“ I told him, Mr. Sw1THn, there are charges 
* here that are very liberal; but, if I pay you 129]. 
« 6s. 6d. I ſuppoſe you will be ſatisfied, He heſi- 
„ tated a little, and then ſaid he ſhould,” I 
* would not have paid him one ſhilling, except 
© on condition ,of his having accepted of this 
* 129). 6s, 6d. in full of all demands. I told 
6 hun 
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tt him repeatedly, that I had nothing to do with 
«© Mr, Ros, and that I was only to examine the 
& bills of Lord Hobo, to ſee if they contained 
« the whole of the reſpective demands. I alſo 
© told the Plaintiff, that he muſt ſettle every 
« thing.” ; | 


On his Crofs- Examination he repeated this 
evidence, adding, I know nothing of Mr, 
& RoskE; I was only Lord Hood's Agent, and 
& had no direction to pay for theſe bad votes.” 


The Right Honourable THomas STEEL, Pay- 
maſter of the King's Forces, attending, in obedi- 
ence to a Subpœna, to give his evidence on this 
Trial, ſaid, the urgency of public buſineſs de- 
manded his attendance at another place; he 
begged permiſſion therefore to retire, to which 


Nr. ExsK INE politely and obligingly conſented. 


go REPLY, 


— > A Camas „ 
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REPLY. 


Mr. ExskIxz, on the part of che Plaintiff, 


made the following Reply. 


Mey it pleaſe your Lordfhip, and you Gentlemen of the 
Fury, | 


I am perſuaded that my learned Friend, Brar- 
CROFT, after he goes home, on a few moments 
reflection, will eaſily perceive the prudence of one 
part of his addreſs to you.— I had my reaſons for 
being diſpoſed to treat Mr. Rosz with great 
courteſy and reſpect. I have ſome private veafons 


which it is unneceſſary to ſtate, and J confultet 


with my friends how: far 1 could do it confiftently with 


my fituation here—how far I could do complete juſtice - 


to my Client, and preſerve that courteſy and reſpeft 


' whack every Gentleman would wiſh to ſhew to another. 
— ] did draw a veil over this buſineſs, — 7 


was unwilling to impute any thing criminal to Mr. 
Ros, any thing improper, any thing indelicate, 
any thing inconſiſtent with the duties of his ſituation, 
any thing diſſionourable to the character of a Secre- 
tary of the Treaſury. 1 opened.the Cale, by ſtating, 
that he might have done it as a private friend of 
Lord Hoop, or for tke purpoſe of ſupporting the 


Principle of a Fill to be brought before Parliament, and 
| not 
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not as the Agent of Corruption: for ſuch conduct, 


from fuck motives, muſt neceſſarily excite your 
reſentment, as well as the indignation of the Public. 
Nothing ſhall provoke me to deviate from the 
line of moderation which I originally ſet out 
with; and therefore, ſince it is not at all neceſ- 


ſary for the ends of juſtice, I repeat the obſer- 


vations I formerly made, namely, that I am muck 
more willing to fuppoſe that Mr, Rosz * nothing 


to anſwer for, than that he hase 


© He has certainly attended with very little 
diſcretion to a trifling demand, which is as clearly 
made out, as. the price of a halfpenny roll which. 
is ſold in a market. I wifk to conſider GEORGE 
Ros, Eſq, at preient, merely as a man ſtanding 
in a Court of Juſtice, I wiſh to forget that he is a 
Member of Parliament; I wiſh to forget that he is 
@ Secretary of the Treaſury ; that he is a friend of 
Lord Hoop, and that Lord Hoop and Lord 


Jon TownsnznD were Candidates at that 


Election. It is needleſs for me to ſtate how 
neceſſary it is to the People, and the ſalvation of the 
State, that the Repreſentative Body ſhould be freely 
elected: and that the Repreſentatives fo i 
ought to carry on the Legiſlative part of the Co 

ſtitution. I hope few Cauſes like this will ever: 
make their appearance in a Court of Fuſtice, In 
the firſt place, one cannot wag. lamenting, that, 


for the | pling: ſum of 110}, the amount of an 
Ce Election 
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Election Bill, a Man in a public flation, and one of 
the Secretaries of the Treaſury, ſhould permit a 
demand fo juſtly due, to be publicly diſcuſſed in a 
Court of Juſtice; and that we ſhould be obliged to 
examine this Election Bill by the unwilling teſti- 
many of this Mr. CLUB, a Meſſenger of the Trea- 
fury. If he had gone on alittle further, I ſhould have 
applied to my Lord to commit him / 


[Here Mr, Ezzx19 z recited the principal parts of Mr, Czus's 
evidence.} | 


He is, ſaid he, a profligate and corrupt witneſs, 
coming into a Court of Juſtice to ſpeak -againft 
what he knows, but he at laſt proved the Plaintiff's 
Cafe. We next call Mr, FxosT, and then let us 


ſee what ſort of a caſe this is. The Plaintiff 
makes out a bill, and calls on Mr, FxosT, Who 


Tays he has nothing at all to do with the buſineſs; 
The bill is next preſented to Gzorxct Rosx, Eſq. 
which he examines, and afterwards writes on it, 
© That it was moderate, and ought to be paid.“ 
Would ever Mr. Ros have done this, if he had 
thought that Mr. Suirk was never to have been 
paid 7 It is I who want to protect Mr. Rosz, 
My learned friend wants to degrade him to the 
Jevel ofa common Attorney for Lord Hoop— I 


want to exalt him. Mr. FrosT then tells you, 


that this man conducted himſelf with a great deal 


of zeal and abilities; that he had actually detected 
ſix 


4 
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fix hundred bad votes; and the demand, Mr.. 
Faosr thought, was extremely reaſonable, — 
When the bill comes in, it is a hard thing, it 
ſeems, for Mr. Ros to pay it. Take it out of 
& honeſt Mr. John Bull's pocket | There is no great 

© harm in taking a flice out of the Excife, or publics 
& Revenue, to defray a little of the Expence of the 
Election of a Miniſterial Member of Parliament. 
Gentlemen, there is nothing plainer, than that if 
I can fave a man from a hundred pounds penalty, it 
is the ſame as paying him an hundred pounds: and 
if this hundred pounds penalty would otherwiſe have 
gone into the Treafury, it is ſelf-cordent, that tis 
hundred was in effeft paid aut of the Treafury,” “ 


I at laſt come to the Defence, and a more 
mean, paltry, ſhabby, contemptible one, I never: 
ſaw brought into a Court of Juſtice, Here is a 
man, who ſtood in a double capacity, for having, 
done bufineſs for Mr. Ros x, on his ownretamer, . 
and alfo for Lord Hoop, 


Says Mr, Jacxson, I never knew Mr, Rosz. 
What buſineſs then had Mr. Jacxson with Mr, 
Ros E's debt ? And yet Mr, Jacxs0N is pleaſed to 
ſay to Mr. SM1Ty—Although I know nothing of 
Mr. Ross, and although I am only Agent to 


Lord Hoop, yet I will not pay you for the buſi- 
| | C3, | nels. 
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neſs that was done for Lord Haon, unlefs you 
give me a diſcharge in full f all demands for the 
buſineſs alſo that has been done for Mr, Ross ! 


Gentlemen of the Jury, independent of the law. 
of this caſe, I proteſt to you I cannot diſcover 
(I confeſs to you I am a dull man) the common 
decency, the common honeſty, or the propriety 
of any part of this tranſaction. The Plaintiff, 
Mr. Sm1TH, has ben at great labour. It is con- 
feſſed on all hands, that he has diſcovered up- 
wards of ſix hundred bad votes polled for Lord 
Jonx TowNs nh END, which, by the induſtry of 
my Client, paſſed for nothing. 


. Gentlemen, I put this queſtion to you: When 
a man has a fair demand on A, and A ſays to him, 
unleſs you will give up your demand on B, I. 
will not diſcharge you ; what muſt you think of. 
A? 1 will ſtew my regard to the Public, by not prefſ- 
ing this matter any further, Gentlemen in the. 
fituation of the Defendant, will do well to beware how. 
they defend ſuch actions ! 


FR ſ 
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Lord Kenvon's ADDRESS to the Jury. 


Gentlemen of the Fury, 


We have nothing to do. with the prudence or 

good ſenſe that has brought this Cauſe into public 

diſcuſſion, Since it is brought here, we are to do 

juſtice, as well as we can, between the Parties, 

We muſt conſider it as a demand made by one in- 

dividual on another individual, on a contract. 
either expreſſed or implied. And it does appear 

to me, that nobody was more anſwerable for this 

demand than Mr, Rosz, If the Witneſſes for 
the Plaintiff were to be believed, Mr. Ros di- 
rected the Plaintiff to go on to find out bad votes, 

It muſt be ſppoſed that Mr. Suirh was to be 

paid by ſomebody, and no other pexſon being ac- 

ceſlary to this bulineſs, I proteſt 1 do not know: 
to whom to aſcribe the order, but to Mr. Ros. 

Mr. Suirn had frequent converſations upon this 
ſubje& with him, and upon the whole of the evi 

dence, Mr. Ros muſt, be conhgerd ; as ben to. 
the Plaintiff, 


But here anather queſtion. ariſes, and that is. 


Whether this demand has been paid?“ This, 


Gentlemen, perhaps, is not ultimately a very im- 
portant Action. 


Mr., 
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Mr. Jacxs0x. has told you, that Mr, Suirn's 
bill with him amounted to 1291; 6s. 6d. and there 
was another article, to wit, for collecting ſix hun- 
dred bad votes, for which nothing was charged; 
but theſe words were added, © humbly ſubmitted.“ 
Mr. jacxs0Nn told him, that he would ſettle 
every thing, and that he aſked him, Whether 1291. 
would not ſatisfy his wkole demand ? The Plain- 
tiff hefitated for ſome time, which he could not 
do about the Amount of the Bill, for that was only, 
129l. and therefore it muſt have been about the 
Article of the Bad Vates, for which nothing was 
charged, but only © humbly ſubmitted.” I that 
evidence 1s true, undoubtedly it ſhews, that he 
was paid the whole of the demand, The whole of 
the demand ſtated in the Bill, amounted exactly. 
to the ſum which Mr, Jacx$0N offered to pay. 


I look at this Cauſe as other people do. Upon- 
the whole of the Evidence, if you are of opinion- 


that the payment of this Bill by Mr. Jacxson_ 


meant to go in ſatisfaQtion of the whole demand, 
your Verdi& will be for the Defendant ; but on. 
the contrary, if you are of a different opinion, 
and think that this demand is for other ſervices. 
not included in the Bill paid by Jacxs0N, you. 
wall find a Verdict for the Plaintife 


Gentlemen a 


tl... 
r 
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Gentlemen of the Jury, it is your peculiar pro- 
vince to decide in this caſe, The Conſtitution 


of the Country has placed it in your hands, and 


The Jury immediately found a VERDICT for 
the PLAINTIFF: 


Damage. One Hundred and Ten Pounds, 
Five Shillings, 


Being the Wuois Amount of his DEMAND. 


NIS. 


I have no doubt but you will do ſubſtantial juſtice - 
between the Parties. | 


* 


